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            Professor Bernard Dan 

  
Bernard Dan is a Paediatric Neurologist from Belgium with longstanding implication in various 
aspects of clinical practice and research relating to Angelman Syndrome, as well as support and 
advocacy groups. He is Professor of Neuroscience at the Free University in Brussels (ULB) and is 
the Editor in Chief of "Developmental Medicine and Child Neurology", the medical journal in which 
Dr Harry Angelman made his first report of the syndrome back in 1965. Bernard authored the book 
"Angelman Syndrome" (MacKeith Press) attempting to span the range of knowledge of the science 
and clinical issues. Bernard has been the International Patron of the ASAA since 2009. 

 
 

  Professor Ingrid Scheffer 
 
Professor Scheffer is a Paediatric Neurologist and Professor at the University of Melbourne and 
Florey Institute of Neuroscience and Mental Health, and is helping to transform the diagnosis and 
treatment of epilepsy. Professor Scheffer won the 2014 Prime Minister's Prize for Science and in 
2014 was elected as an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO) in the Queen's Birthday Honours 
List. Professor Scheffer is leading a double blind, placebo-controlled clinical trial of synthetic 
cannabis in children with severe refractory epilepsy, and she is joint lead of the Melbourne 
Angelman Syndrome clinic held at the Royal Children's Hospital.  
 
 

  Professor Chris Oliver 
 
Chris Oliver is Professor of Neurodevelopmental Disorders at the University of Birmingham and 
director of the Cerebra Centre for Neurodevelopmental Disorders. He trained as a clinical 
psychologist at Edinburgh University before completing a PhD on self-injurious behaviour in people 
with intellectual disability at the Institute of Psychiatry, London. He is currently researching early 
intervention, behaviour disorders in people with severe intellectual disability and autism spectrum 
disorder, behavioural phenotypes in genetic syndromes and neuropsychological and behavioural 
assessment for people with severe intellectual disability. He has published over 140 peer reviewed 
articles in scientific journals (including 22 on Angelman Syndrome), is Editor in Chief for the 
Journal of Intellectual Disability Research and serves on a number of scientific advisory 
committees for autism and syndrome support groups. 
 



 

      Mary-Louise Bertram 
 
Mary-Louise Bertram is a qualified Early Childhood Educator from Perth, WA, with special 
qualifications and training in the areas of communication, AAC, sensory processing, and literacy 
supports for children with complex disabilities.  Mary-Louise became involved with the Angelman 
community in 2007 while teaching a class of six children, four of whom had Angelman syndrome 
(all Del +).  Since then, Mary-Louise has worked with people with AS of all ages around the world 
and supported families to advocate for their child's right to high-quality communication and 
education interventions.  Mary-Louise is an active member of online Angelman education and 
communication forums, where she is known for always raising the bar about what is possible for 
communication and education for all individuals with AS.  Mary-Louise currently works in private 
practice supporting individuals with complex disabilities (and their families) with communication 
and literacy. 

 
 


